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Fujifilm finepix f500exr review Study Guide

fujifilm finepix f500exr review: A Comprehensive Guide to the Versatile Bridge Camera

In the world of digital photography, finding the right camera that balances portability, features, and
image quality can be a daunting task. The Fuijifilm FinePix FS00EXR has long been recognized as a
reliable bridge camera designed for enthusiasts and casual photographers alike. Released in 2010,
this camera offers a compelling mix of advanced features, user-friendly controls, and impressive
zoom capabilities. In this detailed review, we'll explore everything you need to know about the
Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR, including its design, features, performance, and whether it?s the right fit
for your photography needs.

Introduction to the Fujifilm FinePix FS00EXR

The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR was created as a versatile, high-zoom digital camera that caters to
users seeking quality images without the complexity of professional DSLR gear. Its standout feature
is the 30x optical zoom lens, combined with the innovative EXR CMOS sensor technology that
enhances image quality in various lighting conditions. This camera is particularly suited for travelers,
outdoor enthusiasts, and casual photographers who want to capture distant subjects with ease.

Design and Build Quality
Ergonomics and Portability
The Fuijifilm FinePix F500EXR sports a compact and lightweight design, making it easy to carry

around during daily use or travel adventures. Its ergonomic grip ensures comfortable handling, even
during extended shooting sessions.

- Dimensions: approximately 119.1 x 83.4 x 55.4 mm

- Weight: around 300 grams (including battery and memory card)
This slim profile means it easily fits into pockets or small bags, making it an ideal travel companion.
Build Materials and Aesthetics
Constructed from durable plastic with a sleek finish, the camera offers a professional look without

adding unnecessary bulk. Its simple button layout and intuitive interface make it accessible for
beginners, while providing enough manual controls for more experienced users.
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Key Features of the Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR
Sensor Technology and Image Quality

At the heart of the F500EXR is the 1/2-inch EXR CMOS sensor, capable of capturing high-resolution
images with rich detail and vibrant colors. The EXR technology intelligently adjusts the sensor?s
settings to optimize for different scenarios, such as low light, high dynamic range, or high ISO
performance.

Main benefits include:

- Improved noise reduction in low-light environments

- Enhanced dynamic range for balanced exposure

- Greater color accuracy
Zoom Capabilities
One of the defining features of the F500EXR is its impressive 30x optical zoom lens, with a focal
length range of 24-720mm (35mm equivalent). This allows users to capture subjects from wide
landscapes to distant wildlife without sacrificing image quality.
Zoom features:

- Optical zoom: 30x

- Digital zoom: up to 6.7x

- Image stabilization: Optical image stabilization (OIS) to reduce blur caused by hand movement

Image Processing and Modes

The camera offers various shooting modes that cater to different scenarios:

- Program Mode

- Aperture Priority

- Shutter Priority

- Manual Mode

- Scene modes including Night, Portrait, Landscape, and Sports

Its dual image stabilization system helps maintain sharpness during high-zoom shots, even in less



Fujifilm finepix f500exr review Study Guide Vol. 2022, Issue 6

stable conditions.

Video Recording

The F500EXR supports full HD 1080p video recording at 30 frames per second, enabling users to
capture high-quality videos. It also features stereo sound recording and HDMI output for easy
playback on larger screens.

Additional Features

- 3.0-inch LCD screen with 460,000 dots for clear viewing
- Built-in flash with red-eye reduction

- Face detection and smile shutter

- Panorama mode for sweeping landscape shots

- High-speed continuous shooting up to 8 fps

Performance Analysis

Image Quality and Low-Light Performance

Thanks to the EXR CMOS sensor and Fujiflm?s image processing algorithms, the FS00EXR
produces sharp, vibrant images across various lighting conditions. While it performs admirably in

daylight, its low-light capabilities are enhanced by the EXR technology, though images may still
exhibit some noise at higher ISO settings (ISO 800 and above).

Speed and Responsiveness

The camera?s startup time is approximately 2 seconds, with autofocus locking onto subjects within a
fraction of a second. Continuous shooting at 8 fps allows capturing fleeting moments, making it
suitable for action photography.

Zoom Performance and Image Stabilization
The 30x zoom lens offers excellent reach, but users should be mindful of potential image blur at
maximum zoom without stabilization. The built-in OIS effectively minimizes shake, allowing for

sharper images during telephoto shots.

Battery Life

Powered by a NB-6L lithium-ion battery, the FS00EXR delivers approximately 300 shots per charge,
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which is decent for a camera of this class. Carrying an extra battery is recommended for extended
outings.

Pros and Cons

Pros

- Outstanding 30x optical zoom with stabilization

- High-resolution 16-megapixel EXR CMOS sensor
- Compact and lightweight design

- Full HD video recording

- User-friendly interface with manual controls

- Scene modes and advanced shooting options

Cons

- No built-in Wi-Fi or Bluetooth connectivity

- Limited low-light performance compared to newer models
- No hot shoe for external flashes

- LCD screen resolution could be higher

- Battery life could be better for intensive use

Who Should Consider the Fujifilm FinePix FS00EXR?

This camera is ideal for:

- Travel enthusiasts wanting a portable yet powerful zoom camera

- Amateur photographers exploring manual settings

- Wildlife and sports enthusiasts capturing distant subjects

- Casual users seeking an easy-to-use camera with advanced features

However, for users seeking the latest connectivity options or superior low-light performance,
exploring newer models or mirrorless cameras might be advisable.

Final Verdict: Is the Fujifilm FinePix FS500EXR Worth It?

The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR remains a compelling choice for those seeking a high-zoom bridge
camera that balances performance, portability, and affordability. Its innovative sensor technology
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and 30x zoom lens make it suitable for a wide range of photography styles, from landscapes to
action shots.

While it may not feature modern connectivity options or the latest sensor advancements, its proven
performance and versatile feature set still hold value, especially for hobbyists and travelers on a
budget.

In summary:

- Excellent zoom range for versatile shooting

- Solid image quality with the EXR CMOS sensor

- Compact design for easy portability

- Suitable for a wide range of photography scenarios

If you?re looking for a dependable, feature-rich bridge camera that offers great value, the Fujifilm
FinePix F500EXR is definitely worth considering.
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Fujifilm FinePix F5S00EXR Review: An In-Depth Look at a Versatile Compact Camera

The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR has garnered attention among photography enthusiasts and casual
shooters alike for its impressive blend of versatility, advanced features, and compact design. As a
successor to earlier models, the FS00EXR aims to deliver high-quality images, flexible shooting
options, and user-friendly operation?all packed into a portable package. In this comprehensive
review, we'll explore the camera's key specifications, performance, design, and overall value to help
you determine if it?s the right fit for your photography needs.

Introduction to the Fuijifilm FinePix FS00EXR

Launched in the early 2010s, the Fujifilm FinePix FS00EXR was designed to appeal to a broad
audience?from travelers seeking an easy-to-carry point-and-shoot to hobbyists wanting more control
over their images. Its standout feature is the 16-megapixel EXR CMOS sensor, which promises
high-quality images in a variety of conditions. Coupled with a powerful 30x optical zoom lens, the
camera offers remarkable versatility for capturing everything from distant landscapes to close-up
shots.
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Key Features Overview

Before diving into the detailed analysis, here?s a quick rundown of the F500EXR?s main features:

- 16 MP EXR CMOS sensor for excellent image quality and low-light performance
- 30x optical zoom lens (24-720mm equivalent)

- 3.0-inch LCD screen with 460k-dot resolution

- Full HD 1080p video recording

- Intelligent Scene Recognition and Face Detection

- RAW format shooting capability

- Dual image stabilization (lens-shift and digital)

- Built-in Wi-Fi connectivity (varies by region or model version)

- Compact and lightweight design

Design and Build Quality
Form Factor and Portability
The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR sports a sleek, compact design that makes it ideal for on-the-go
photography. Its lightweight body?typically weighing around 430 grams?fits comfortably in hand and
pocket, making it a convenient travel companion. The ergonomic grip provides a secure hold, even
during extended shooting sessions.
Layout and Controls
The camera features a straightforward button layout:

- Mode dial with options like Auto, Scene, and Manual

- Dedicated zoom lever surrounding the shutter button

- Accessory buttons for menu, playback, and video recording

- Rear control wheel for quick adjustments
This intuitive arrangement allows users to quickly access key functions without extensive menu
navigation. While it may lack the premium feel of DSLR bodies, its sturdy plastic construction is
durable enough for everyday use.

Image Quality Performance

Sensor and Image Processing
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At the heart of the F500EXR is Fuijiflm?s unigue EXR CMOS sensor, which dynamically adjusts its
mode to optimize image quality across different scenarios. It can switch between:

- High resolution mode for detailed images
- Dynamic Range Priority for capturing scenes with high contrast
- Low noise mode for better performance in low-light conditions

This adaptability helps produce vibrant, sharp images with accurate colors.

Image Quality in Various Conditions

- Daylight Shots: The camera excels in well-lit environments, capturing crisp, detailed images with
minimal noise.

- Low-Light Performance: Thanks to the EXR sensor and digital image stabilization, the FS00EXR
performs reasonably well in dim conditions, though images can still exhibit some noise at higher ISO
settings.

- Zoom Capabilities: The 30x zoom lens is a major strength, enabling close-ups of distant
subjects without sacrificing image quality. Chromatic aberration can be observed at the telephoto
end, but generally, images remain sharp and detailed.

RAW Shooting and Image Post-Processing

The inclusion of RAW format support allows more flexibility during post-processing, appealing to
advanced users who want to fine-tune their images. The camera?s JPEG outputs are already quite
good, but RAW offers additional control over exposure, white balance, and noise reduction.
Performance and Shooting Experience

Autofocus and Speed

The F500EXR offers decent autofocus speeds for a compact camera, typically locking onto subjects
within a second or two. Its contrast-detection autofocus system works well in good lighting but can
struggle in low-light or low-contrast scenarios, leading to occasional focus hunting.

Continuous Shooting and Burst Mode

The camera can shoot at approximately 8 frames per second in high-speed burst mode, making it

suitable for capturing fleeting moments like sports or action. However, buffer limits mean only a few
shots can be taken at maximum speed before the camera slows down.
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Video Recording

Full HD 1080p video recording at 60 frames per second ensures smooth playback, with stereo
sound. The optical zoom can be used during recording, adding to creative flexibility, though some
autofocus hunting can be noticeable during zoom or focus shifts.

Battery Life

Powered by a proprietary lithium-ion battery, the F500EXR typically provides around 250-300 shots
per charge, depending on usage. It?s advisable to carry a spare battery for extended outings.

User Interface and Features

Scene Modes and Creative Options

The camera offers a variety of scene modes?such as Portrait, Landscape, Night, and Sunset?to
optimize settings for specific scenarios. Additionally, it includes creative functions like Panorama,
Smile Detection, and Motion Panorama, enhancing versatility.

Display and Viewfinder

The 3.0-inch LCD screen with 460k dots provides bright, clear images for framing and reviewing
shots. While it lacks an electronic viewfinder, the tilt-screen feature helps in shooting at high or low
angles.

Connectivity

Some models include built-in Wi-Fi, enabling wireless image transfer and remote control via
compatible smartphones. However, availability varies by region and firmware version.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Strengths

- Exceptional zoom range: 30x optical zoom covers a wide variety of shooting scenarios.
- Good image quality: The EXR sensor adapts to different lighting conditions.

- Compact and lightweight: Ideal for travel and everyday photography.

- Versatile shooting modes: Scene recognition, manual controls, RAW support.

- Video capabilities: Full HD recording with zoom functionality.
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Weaknesses

- Slow startup and shot-to-shot times: Not suited for rapid-fire action.

- Limited low-light performance: Higher ISO images can be noisy.

- No built-in viewfinder: Reliance solely on LCD screen.

- Build quality: Plastic body feels less premium compared to higher-end models.

- Limited manual controls: For advanced photographers seeking extensive customization.

Who Is the Fuijifilm FinePix FS00EXR For?

This camera is best suited for:

- Travelers seeking a versatile compact camera with powerful zoom

- Casual photographers wanting good image quality without complexity
- Hobbyists interested in exploring creative modes and RAW shooting
- Users who prioritize portability over DSLR-level performance

It may not be ideal for professional photographers or those requiring fast action capture and superior
low-light performance.

Conclusion: Is the Fuijifilm FinePix F500EXR Worth It?

The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR stands out as a well-rounded, affordable compact camera that offers
a compelling combination of zoom range, image quality, and user-friendly features. Its strengths lie
in its ability to handle a variety of shooting scenarios with relative ease, making it an excellent choice
for travelers, family photographers, and hobbyists looking to expand their creative toolkit.

However, it?s important to recognize its limitations?particularly in low-light conditions and rapid
shooting scenarios. For those willing to accept these trade-offs, the FS00EXR provides excellent
value and portability, ensuring you don?t miss out on capturing memorable moments, whether
distant landscapes or spontaneous street scenes.

In summary, if you?re in the market for a versatile, feature-rich compact camera that balances
performance and convenience, the Fujifilm FinePix FS00EXR is certainly worth considering as your
next photography companion.

QuestionAnswer What are the key features of the Fujifilm FinePix FS00EXR that make it stand
out? The Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR features a 16MP EXR CMOS sensor, 30x optical zoom, GPS
functionality, and a 3-inch LCD screen, making it a versatile camera suitable for travel and outdoor
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photography. How does the image quality of the Fuijifilm FinePix FS00EXR compare to other
compact cameras? The F500EXR offers good image quality for its class, thanks to its EXR sensor
that enhances low-light performance and dynamic range. However, it may not match the quality of
DSLR cameras but performs well for casual and travel photography. Is the Fuijifilm FinePix
F500EXR easy to use for beginners? Yes, the camera's user-friendly interface, automatic scene
modes, and built-in GPS make it accessible for beginners while still offering manual controls for
more experienced users. What are the main advantages and disadvantages of the Fujifilm FinePix
F500EXR? Advantages include its powerful 30x zoom, GPS feature, and good image quality.
Disadvantages involve its relatively bulky size compared to other compact cameras and average
battery life. Is the Fujifilm FinePix F500EXR still a good buy in 2024? While it was a popular model
upon release, in 2024, it may be considered outdated compared to newer compact cameras with
advanced features. However, it can still be a good budget-friendly option for casual photography
and travel use.
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